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Preview based on a pre-production Nikon D5000

The recent boom in DSLR sales has seen all the major manufacturers adding bulked-up or stripped-
down entry level models, repositioning their offerings to make sure that anyone willing to put up with
the size and weight of a DSLR will look at one of their models. The whole thing has often left existing
DSLR owners a little lost - ‘why isn't there a direct replacement for my camera?' - but has
undoubtedly meant there are many more attractive, accessible cameras on the market just waiting to
entice first-time DSLR owners.

And its into this maelstrom of DSLR proliferation that Nikon launches its latest baby DSLR, the D5000.
The name will come as no surprise to anyone within earshot of the rumor mill but the camera itself
may present some more surprises. Having confused many people but made huge ground with its
simplified D40 and D60 range, it appears Nikon has again decided that simply replacing models isn't
the best way to address the market. So here we have a camera that genuinely seems to sit above
the D60 (rather than continuing in parallel until the stock runs out), and below the D90. Like the
baby Nikons, the D5000 doesn't have an autofocus motor built into the body but does gain a tilt-and-
swivel LCD, as a series of leaked images that have made their way around the internet would have
you expect.

The idea of an upper-entry-level DSLR (for want of a better term), that sits below the ‘enthusiast’
grade D90 (with its twin control dials, big battery and pentaprism viewfinder), is hardly a radical one
- the Canon 500D and Olympus E-620 seem to cater to a similar market. So what does this new
Nikon have to offer either the tech-savvy first-time DSLR buyer, or the owner of an older entry-level
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model wanting newer features but unwilling to slavishly follow the manufacturer's 'upgrade path'?

Nikon D5000 Key Features

12.9 megapixel DX-format CMOS sensor (effective pixels: 12.3 million)

2.7" tilt and swivel LCD monitor (230,000 dots)

Movie capture at up to 1280 x 720 (720p) 24 fps with mono sound

Live View with contrast-detect AF, face detection and subject tracking

Image sensor cleaning (sensor shake)

11 AF points (with 3D tracking)

1SO 200-3200 range (100-6400 expanded)

4 frames per second continuous shooting (buffer: 7 RAW, 25 JPEG fine, 100 JPEG Normal)
Expeed image processing engine

Extensive in-camera retouching including raw development and straightening
Connector for optional GPS unit (fits on hot shoe)

New battery with increased capacity

72 thumbnail and calendar view in playback

Nikon D5000 vs D60: Key Differences

The D5000 could easily be seen as a D60 with a tilting screen added, and most of a D90 stuffed into
it. As such it offers quite a few feature improvements over its little brother:

12.3 MP CMOS sensor (D60: 10.2 MP CCD)
Tilt/swivel screen

Live View with contrast detect AF

Movie Mode

Wider 1SO range

11 point AF system with 3D tracking (D60: 3 point AF)
Control of Active D-Lighting intensity

Automatic correction of lateral chromatic aberration
Choice of JPEG quality in RAW+JPEG shooting
Extra retouching options

More scene modes

Faster continuous shooting

Bracketing

Compared to the Nikon D90 and D60: major feature and specification
differences

As you

can see from the table below the D5000 offers many of the features of the D90 and certainly

represents a major step up from the D60.

- Nikon D60
Nikon D90 Nikon D5000
Sensor « 12.3 million effective pixels = 12.3 million effective pixels « 10.2 million effective pixels
* 23.6 x 15.8 mm CMOS (DX = 23.6 x 15.8 mm CMOS (DX e 23.6 x 15.8 mm CCD (DX
format) format) format)
Image sizes » 4,288 x 2,848 (12 MP) * 4,288 x 2,848 (12 MP) * 3872 x 2592 (10.0 MP)
« 3,216 x 2,136 3,216 x 2,136 * 2896 x 1944
° 2,144 x 1,424 ° 2,144 x 1,424 * 1936 x 1296
Sensor cleaning < Image Sensor Cleaning e Image Sensor Cleaning * Image Sensor Cleaning
* Image Dust Off reference * Airflow control system  Airflow control system
data (optional Capture NX 2 < Image Dust Off reference < Image Dust Off reference
software required) data (optional Capture NX 2 data (optional Capture NX 2
software required) software required)
Autofocus e 1l area TTL e1larea TTL e3area TTL
» Nikon Multi-CAM1000 * Nikon Multi-CAM1000 « Nikon Multi-CAM530
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In-body focus
motor

AF area modes

Live view AF
modes

Sensitivity

Active D-lighting

Continuous

Viewfinder type

Viewfinder
magnification

Viewfinder
Frame coverage

LCD monitor

Dimensions

Weight

Image
processing
engine

Automatic
chromatic
aberration
correction

In-camera
retouching

Movie mode
Live View
Bracketing

* Yes

« Single point

* Dynamic area

* Auto area

e 3D Tracking (11-points)

« Face priority
* Wide area
* Normal area

« |SO 200 - 3200
« 1SO 100-6400 with boost

Can be selected from Auto,

Extra high, High, Normal, Low,

or Off

* 4.5 fps

e 25/ 7 frames (Fine JPEG /
RAW)

* Pentaprism

* 0.94x

* Approx. 96%

* 3.0" TFT LCD

* 920,000 pixel TFT (RGB x 3
colors)

* Removable protective cover

132 x 103 x 77 mm (5.2 x 4.1

x 3.0 in)

* No battery: 620 g (1.4 Ib)
« With battery: 703 g (1.6 Ib)

e Expeed
e 12 bit

Yes

« D-Lighting

* Red-eye reduction

e Trimming

* Monochrome & filter effects
» Color balance

e Small picture

* Image overlay

* NEF (RAW) processing
* Quick retouch

e Straighten

 Distortion control
 Fisheye

Yes
Yes
Yes

Foreword 7/ notes

* No

« Single point

* Dynamic area

* Auto area

e 3D Tracking (11-points)

« Face priority

* Wide area

* Normal area
 Subject tracking

* |SO 200 - 3200
« 1SO 100-6400 with boost

Can be selected from Auto,
Extra high, High, Normal,
Low, or Off

* 4 fps
* 63 /11 frames (Fine
JPEG / RAW)

e Pentamirror
* 0.78x

* Approx. 95%

e 2.7" TFT LCD
« 230,000 pixel TFT
 Articulated

127 x 104 x 80 mm (5.0 x
4.1x3.11in)

* No battery: 560 g (1.2 Ib)
« With battery: 611 g (1.3
Ib)

* Expeed
e 12 bit

Yes

« D-Lighting

* Red-eye reduction

e Trimming

e Monochrome & filter
effects

* Color balance

* Small picture

* Image overlay

* NEF (RAW) processing
e Quick retouch

» Straighten

« Distortion control

* Fisheye

e Color outline

* Perspective control

Yes
Yes
Yes

* No

« Single point

e Dynamic area

e Auto area (closest subject
priority)

N/A

« 1SO 100 - 1600
« Up to ISO 3200 with boost

Oon/Off

* 3 fps
« 100 / 9 frames (Fine
JPEG / RAW)

e Pentamirror
* 0.8x

* Approx. 95%

* 2.5" TFT LCD
= 230,000 pixel TFT

126 x 94 x 64 mm (5.0 x 3.7
X 2.5in)

* No battery: 471 g (1.0 Ib)
* With battery: 522 g (1.2
Ib)

e Expeed
e 12 bit

No

e D-Lighting

* Red-eye reduction

e Trimming

e Monochrome & filter
effects

 Color balance

* Small picture

* Image overlay

* NEF (RAW) processing
e Quick retouch
 Straighten

« Distortion control

* Fisheye

No
No
No

If you're new to digital photography you may wish to read some of our Digital Photography Glossary
before diving into this article (it may help you understand some of the terms used).
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Conclusion / recommendation / ratings are based on the opinion of the author, we recommend that

you read the entire review before making any decision. Images which can be viewed at a larger size
have a small magnifying glass icon in the bottom right corner of them, click to display a larger image
in a new window.

To navigate this article simply use the next / previous page buttons or jump to a specific page by
using the drop-down list in the navigation bar at the top of the page. You can support this site by
ordering through the affiliate links shown at the bottom of each page (where available).

This article is protected by Copyright and may not be reproduced in part or as a whole in any
electronic or printed medium without prior permission from the author.

Dpreview use calibrated monitors at the PC normal gamma 2.2, this means that on our monitors we
can make out the difference between all of the grayscale blocks below. We recommend to make the
most of this review you should be able to see the difference (at least) between X,Y and Z and ideally
also A, B and C.

From:
http://www.dpreview.com/previews/nikond5000/
Item May Only be Printed for Home/Personal reference
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Menus (contd.)

Setup menu

A green superscript one (%) indicates the default setting.

o SETUP MENU

. |
2 LCD brightness

¢ Info display format

— Auto information display

|
Info wrap-around
(lean image sensor

Pagina 1 de 4

dpreview.com

0
info

Lock mirror up for cleaning

Video mode
Option Values / Actions

Format memory card * Yes
* No

LCD brightness * LCD brightness
-3to +3
* Auto dim
On1
Off

Info display format * Auto/scene modes

Classic

Blue

Black

Orange
Graphic

Green

Black

Brown

* P,S, A, and M modes

Classic

Blue

Black

Orange
Graphic

Green

Black

Brown

Auto information display * Auto/scene modes
On
Off
* P,S, A, and M modes
On
Off

Info wrap-around *On
e Off *

Clean image sensor * Clean now
 Clean startup/shutdown
Startup
Shutdown
Startup & Shutdown *
Off

Lock mirror up for cleaning « Start
Video Mode * NTSC

Notes
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HDMI

Time zone and date

Language

Image comment

Auto image rotation

Image Dust off ref photo

GPS

Firmware Version

Retouch menu

Option

Nikon D5000 Hands-on Preview: Page 13. Menus [Digital Photography Review]

<PALZ

e Auto *
* 480p
* 576p
* 720p
* 1080i

* Time zone
Select

e Date and time
Date set
Time set

« Date format
yy/mm/dd
mm/dd/yy
dd/mm/yy

« Daylight saving time
Off
On

e Danish

e German

* English

* Spanish

e Finnish

e French

 |talian

e Dutch

* Norwegian

* Polish

* Portuguese

* Russian

* Swedish

e Chinese Traditional
* Chinese Simplified
« Japanese

* Korean

* Done

* Input comment
Text entry

* Attach comment

eOnt
o Off

» Start
e Clean sensor and start

e Auto meter off
* Position

« Version No.
A x.00
B x.00
L x.00

Pagina 2 de 4

When enabled the comment is
written into the header of each
image.

Used to capture a 'dust reference
image' for the 'Dust Off' feature of
Nikon Capture. (RAW only).

Information display only.

RETOUCH MENU

-
. Red-eve correction
Trim

- Monochrome

Filter effects
Color balance
Small picture
Image overlay

Values / Actions

http://www.dpreview.com/previews/print.asp?review=nikond5000&page=13
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D-Lighting » Select image
Low
Normal
High

Red-eye correction » Select image

Trim » Select image
Zoom / Scroll
Aspect

Monochrome  Black-and-white
Select image
* Sepia
Select image
« Cyanotype
Select image

Filter effects « Skylight
Select image
* Warm filter
Select image
* Red intensifier
Select image
» Green intensifier
Select image
 Blue intensifier
Select image
« Cross screen
* Soft
Low
Normal
High
Color balance * Select image
Adjust color

Small picture * Select image
* Choose size
640x480
320x240
160x120

Image overlay e Image 1
* Image 2
* Preview

NEF (RAW) processing » Select image
* Choose parameters

Image quality
Image size
White Balance
Exposure comp.
Set Picture Control
Execute

Quick retouch * Select image Automatically adjusts contrast and
» Select level saturation
Normal
Low
High
Straighten » Select image
* Adjust angle
* Save

Distortion control * Auto
Select image
Adjust
* Manual
Select image
Adjust

Fisheye » Select image
* Adjust

Color outline » Select image

Perspective control » Select image
* Adjust
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Stop-motion movie * Create movie

* Frame size
640x480
320x240
160x120

* Frame rate
15 fps
10 fps
6 fps
3 fps

Recent settings/My menu

To help speed up the use of such long menus, the D5000 allows fast access to commonly-used
menu options, either by keeping track of recently used settings or through a user-defined 'My
menu.' Leaving the camera set to show Recent Settings can be a good way of seeing which menu
options you regularly use, when you're deciding how to populate the 'My menu' option.

In the 'Recent settings' mode, you see the most regularly changed settings, plus 'Choose tab,' the
ability to Add, Remove and Rank items only appears in ‘My menu' mode.

] RECENT SETTINGS

» a4 Rangefinder
» Lock mirror up for cleaning
Firmware version

Y
e

Option Values / Actions Notes

Add items » Playback menu
* Shooting menu
* Custom setting menu
* Setup menu
» Retouch menu

Remove items * Select item to remove
Rank items « Select item to re-order
Choose tab * My menu

* Recent settings

From:
http://www.dpreview.com/previews/nikond5000/
Item May Only be Printed for Home/Personal reference
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Menus (contd.)

The camera's custom settings are split into six alphabetical color coded categories, this makes it
easier to remember a specific option and quicker to enter the custom settings menu at the correct
position. You can still scroll through all custom settings options as one big menu if you wish. Note
that on this menu an asterisk (*) next to a custom setting means that it has been changed to
something other than the camera default. A green superscript one () indicates the default setting.

While it's nice to see the D5000 offer this level of customisation - including the ability to switch the
direction of the dial and meter display, such that it behaves like every other brand's cameras - it
does mean that the menus, like this sentence, can end up rather long and convoluted. As long
menus go, this is one of the easier systems to use with the color-coding and sensible grouping of
options making it easy to find your way around. This level of complexity will delight users
upgrading from early entry-level cameras but might initially appear a bit intimidating to those users
who are planning to stick to the Scene modes.

Custom Settings Menu (a: Autofocus)

= a Autofocus

[mm]
2 22 Built-in AF-assist illuminator  ON
& a3 Live view autofocus Bicl

24 Rangefinder ON
b1EV steps for exposure cntrl.  1/3
= ¢1Shutterrelease button AEL OFF

c2 Auto off timers NORM
kd c3 Self-timer =
Option Values / Actions Notes
R Reset custom settings * Yes Reset all options to their
* No factory default settings.

a: Autofocus

al AF-area mode « Single point
e Dynamic area
e Auto-area *
» 3D-tracking (11 points)

a2 Built-in AF-assist- eOn1t
illuminator * Off
a3 Live view autofocus » Face priority

e Wide area *
e Normal area

a4 Rangefinder e On
e Off *

b: Metering / exposure

bl EV steps for exposure ctl. « 1/3 step *
* 1/2 step

c: Timers / AE Lock

cl Shutter-release butt. AE-L  « On Define lock AE during shutter
e Off 1 release half-press.

c2 Auto off timers e Short
e Normal *
e Long
e Custom
Done
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c3 Self-timer

c4 Remote on duration

d: Shooting / display

d1 Beep

d2 Viewfinder grid display
d3 ISO display

d4 File Number Sequence

d5 Exposure delay mode

d6 Date imprint

d7 Live view display options

e: Bracketing / flash

Page 12. Menus [Digital Photography Review]

Playback/menus
8s
12 s
20s
1 min
10 min
Image review
4s
8s
20s
1 min
10 min
Auto meter-off
4s
8s
20s
1 min
30 min
« Self-timer delay
2s
5s
10s1t
20s
* Number of shots
1-9
elmin?t
e 5 min
e 10 min
e 15 min

* High *
e Low
e Off

e On
e Off 1

e On
e Off 1

*On
e Off *
* Reset

*On
e Off 1

e Off 1

e Date

e Date and time
« Date counter

* Done

« Show indicators

« Hide indicators

e Framing grid

* Show shooting info

el Flash cntrl for built-in flash « TTL *

e2 Auto bracketing set

f: Controls

f1 Assign Timer/Fn button

http://www.dpreview.com/previews/print.asp?review=nikond5000&page=12

e Manual
Full
1/2
1/4
1/8
1/16
1/32

* AE bracketing *
* WB bracketing
* ADL bracketing

e Self timer

Pagina 2 de 3

Shutter release is delayed 1.0
sec to avoid vibration (MLU).

Set the mode for the built-in
flash.

Define the function of the self
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* Release mode timer/Fn button
* Image quality/size

* ISO sensitivity

» White balance

« Active D-Lighting

* Matrix metering

* +NEW (RAW)

» Auto bracketing

f2 Assign AE-L/AF-L button e AE/AF lock *

* AE lock only
* AF lock only
e AE lock (hold)
e AF-ON
3 Reverse dial rotation e On Reverses action of command
e Off * dial to mimic other brands
6 No memory card? * Release locked *
* Enable release
f7 Reverse indicators o+ --e- 0 - — 1
L  p—
From:
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Menus

oy PLAYBACK MENU The D5000 inherits the menu system that

el JDpears on the D90 and all cameras above,
Ml Delete @

including the extensive but carefully color-

» Playback folder 05000 coded Customs Settings Menus. It's the
Display mode ==

eternal struggle between keeping the
. camera unintimidating and offering lots of
= Image review ON customization. The Nikon system is one of
Rotate tall OFF the better examples we've seen.
B Slide show
Print set (DPOF) £
(7]

Help pages

Like most recent Nikons, the D5000 has a '?' button that offers a snippet of advice about the action
of each setting or parameter. Explanations are even offered for settings that are essentially self-
explanatory but it does mean that you can learn the camera as you go, without having to carry the
manual around.

Ed 24 Rangefinder EdPet portrait

Choose whether the viewfinder shows a For portraits of active
scale indicating the focus distance - pets and other moving
setting in manual focus mode. subjects.

If the index appears to the left (),

focus is in front of the subject; if the

index appears to the right (®), focus is

behind the subject-

Regardless of the setting chosen, the

Playback menu

» Playback folder
Display mode

~ Image review

“ Rotate tall

8 <lide show
Print set (DPOF)

Option Values / Actions Notes

Delete  Selected - Thumbnail selection
e Select Date
e All

Playback folder « D5000
« All
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e Current

Display mode * Done
« Highlights
* RGB Histogram
» Data

Image review * Off
* On

Rotate tall *On When enabled portrait shots appear

o Off vertically orientated.

Slide show e Start
e Frame interval
2 sec
3 sec
5 sec
10 sec

Print set (DPOF) » Select / set - Thumbnail selection
» Deselect all?

Shooting menu

A green superscript one (%) indicates the default setting.

I SHOOTINGMENU
0Ol
» Set Picture Control
. Manage Picture Control
Image quality

“ Image size
8 White balance

150 sensitivity settings
kd| Active D-Lighting

Option Values / Actions Notes / Sub options

Scene mode * Night landscape Select which scene mode is used
» Party/indoor when the mode dial is set to SCENE

* Beach/snow (grayed-out at all other times)
* Sunset

* Dusk/dawn

» Pet portrait

« Candlelight

* Blossom

e Autumn colors
* Food

« Silhouette

* High key

e Low key

Set Picture Control » Standard - Default (3, 0, 0, O, 0)

Quick adjust (-2 to +2)
Sharpening (A, 0 to 9)
Contrast (A, -3 to +3)
Brightness (-1 to +1)
Saturation (A, -3 to +3)
Hue (-3 to +3)

* Neutral - Default (2, 0, 0, O, 0)
Sharpening (A, 0 to 9)
Contrast (A, -3 to +3)
Brightness (-1 to +1)
Saturation (A, -3 to +3)
Hue (-3 to +3)

* Vivid
Quick adjust (-2 to +2) - Default (4, 0, 0, O, 0)
Sharpening (A, 0 to 9)
Contrast (A, -3 to +3)

http://www.dpreview.com/previews/print.asp?review=nikond5000&page=11
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Brightness (-1 to +1)
Saturation (A, -3 to +3)
Hue (-3 to +3)

* Monochrome
Sharpening (A, 0 to 9) - Default (3, 0, 0, 0, 0)
Contrast (A, -3 to +3)
Brightness (-1 to +1)
Filter (Off, Y, O, R, G)
Toning (10 options)

* Portrait
Quick adjust (-2 to +2)
Sharpening (A, 0 to 9)
Contrast (A, -3 to +3)
Brightness (-1 to +1)
Saturation (A, -3 to +3)
Hue (-3 to +3)

e Landscape
Quick adjust (-2 to +2)
Sharpening (A, 0 to 9)
Contrast (A, -3 to +3)
Brightness (-1 to +1)
Saturation (A, -3 to +3)
Hue (-3 to +3)

e [custom]
Manage Picture Control = Save/Edit - Create custom Picture Control sets
* Rename
* Delete
* Load/Save - Load / save from card
Image quality * NEF (RAW) + JPEG Fine Select image quality.

« NEF (RAW) + JPEG Normal
« NEF (RAW) + JPEG Basic

* NEF (RAW)
* JPEG Fine
* JPEG Normal *
* JPEG Basic
Image size e Large * - 4288 x 2848 /12.2 M
e Medium - 3216 x2136/6.9M
e Small -2144 x 1424 /3.1 M
White balance e Auto - A-B, G-M grid to fine tune WB

« Incandescent -

* Fluorescent -
1 Sodium-vapor lamps -
2 Warm-white fluorescent -
3 White fluorescent -
4 Cool-white fluorescent -
5 Day white fluorescent -
6 Daylight fluorescent -
7 High temp mercury-vapor -

» Direct Sunlight -

* Flash -

e Cloudy -

» Shade - "

* Choose color temp. - 2500 K - 10000 K

* Preset manual - Select / program preset WB

ISO sensitivity settings ¢ I1SO sensitivity
Auto
LO1
LO 0.7
LO 0.3
200 *
250
320
400
500
640
800
1000
1250
1600
2000
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2500

3200

HI 0.3

HI1 0.7

HI 1

« ISO sensitivity auto control

On / Off *

Maximum sensitivity
400
800
1600
3200 *
HI 1

Minimum shutter speed
1/2000 - 1 sec

Active D-Lighting e Auto *
* Extra High
* High
* Normal
e Low
* Off

Auto distortion control e Off 1
e On

Color Space * SRGB 1
* Adobe RGB

Long exp. NR *On Enables dark frame subtraction NR
e Off 1 for exposures of 1/2 sec or longer.

High 1SO NR * High
e Normal*
e Low
o Off

Active folder  Select Folder
* New
* Rename
e Delete

Movie Settings e Quality
1280 x 720 (16:9)
640 x 424 (3:2)
320 x 216 (3:2)
» Sound
On
Off

Interval timer shooting e Start Time lapse / interval shooting.

Now
Start time

* Interval
[hh:mm:ss]

« Select IntvI*Shots
[000] x [0] = 0001

» Start
Off
On
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